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WEST VALLEY SANITATION DISTRICT 
OF SANTA CLARA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 

 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

JULY 9, 2008 
 
 The Board of Directors of West Valley Sanitation District of Santa Clara County, 
California, convenes this day in regular session at 6:00 p.m. at the district office, 100 East 
Sunnyoaks Avenue, Campbell, California, with the following members present:  David 
Baxter, Donald R. Burr, Chuck Page, Ken Yeager, and Diane McNutt, Chairperson.   
Staff present are Robert R. Reid, District Manager and Engineer; Charles T. Kilian, 
District Counsel; Edward H. Oyama, Director of Engineering and Operations; and Joanna 
Fuller, Secretary. 
 
 The minutes of the previous meeting are approved as presented. 
 
 Oral communications:  This portion of the meeting is set aside for persons 
wishing to address the board on any matter not on the agenda.  There is no public 
comment at this time.    
 
 Written communications:   No written communications have been received. 
  
 Reports:  The following reports are submitted for action in one motion: 
 
 San Jose/Santa Clara Water Pollution Control Plant:  Minutes of the June 12, 
2008, meeting of the Treatment Plant Advisory Committee. 
 
 Investment of District Funds:  Report on commingled funds invested by the 
County of Santa Clara for West Valley Sanitation District for the period ended May 31, 
2008. 
 
 Consolidated Income and Expense Statement of West Valley Sanitation District 
for the period ended May 31, 2008.  
 
 The reports are accepted. 
 
 There is no unfinished business. 
 
 Consent Calendar:  The following items are presented for action in one motion: 
 
 Approval of payment of bills and ratification of payroll summaries of June 1 and 
June 15, 2008.   
 
 Approval of Progress Payment No. 1 to Sanco Pipelines in the amount of 
$40,053.43 for the Fiscal Year 2007 Sewer Repair Project.   
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 Approval of Progress Payment No. 3 to D’Arcy & Harty Construction, Inc., 
in the amount of $357,454.48 for the Los Gatos-Winchester Basin No. 7, Area 4,  
Sewer Rehabilitation Project. 
 
 Authorization for sale of surplus vehicles:  Authorization to sell 1994 Jeep 
Cherokee for a minimum bid of $1,750.00; and 1997 Dodge Intrepid for a minimum bid 
of $2,000.00.   
 
 The Consent Calendar is approved unanimously. 
 
 Under new business, staff submits a report on the proposed amendment to the 
district's sphere of influence.  At the previous meeting, a group of residents from the 
Linda Vista Avenue and Beckwith Road area appeared before the board requesting that 
the district amend its sphere of influence to include their neighborhood, so that they can 
annex to the district and obtain sewer service.  The board directed staff to prepare a report 
and recommendations for their consideration at this meeting.   
 
Staff reports that sewer service is available to the residents through the existing sewer 
main immediately adjacent to the neighborhood.  Before annexation can occur, the 
District’s sphere of influence must be extended.  The Santa Clara County Local Agency 
Formation Commission (LAFCO) has adopted specific policies concerning spheres of 
influence, based on orderly development and efficient provision of public services.  
Currently the district's sphere of influence coincides with the sphere of influence of the 
City of Monte Sereno.  The city has indicated it is not interested in amending its sphere of 
influence at this time.  The issue before the board is whether to apply to LAFCO for a 
sphere of influence amendment that would extend beyond the city’s sphere of influence.   
 
The manager recommends that in considering whether to amend the district's sphere of 
influence, the board consider several factors:  the precedent in extending the sphere of 
influence beyond that of the neighboring city; the specific concerns of the city; the future 
development potential; and environmental health benefits associated with the availability 
of sewer service.  The manager also advises that the final decision will rest with LAFCO.   
In response to a question from the board, the manager replies that a CEQA study would 
be required, at which time the neighboring jurisdictions would have an opportunity for 
comment.   
 
After the staff report, the chair asks for comment from the petitioners.  The petitioners are 
represented by Peter Wilkens of 19190 Overlook Road.  Mr. Wilkens summarizes the 
history of their neighborhood’s efforts to obtain sewer service going back several years.   
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Mr. Wilkens reports that several of the homes have failing septic systems, and that the 
residents have been advised to petition the West Valley Sanitation District board for a 
sphere of influence amendment so that sewer service can be made available to them.  Mr. 
Wilkens reports that the homeowners established an association to pay for the extension 
of the sewer in 2004 so that if their efforts are successful the sewer will be available for 
connection.  Ms. Celia Bell, of 19240 Linda Vista, and other neighbors are given the 
opportunity to address the board.  During discussion, the manager advises that the costs 
associated with the annexation and service extension would be assessed back to the 
benefiting properties, although no one would be obligated to connect to the sewer.   
 
Following discussion and further comments from the petitioners and boardmembers, the 
board expresses support for the petitioners’ request, and unanimously adopts a motion to 
support the sphere of influence extension.  The board consensus is to follow the guidance 
of LAFCO during the next steps of the process.   
 
 There are no directors’ reports, announcements, or questions. 
 
 There being no further items of business to come before the board, the meeting is 
adjourned at 6:30 p.m.   
 
 
 
      ______________________________ 
      DIANE MCNUTT, CHAIRPERSON 
 
 
Attest: 
 
_____________________________ 
Secretary 
 


